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it was distant from the town; there was no road at that time
connecting the two; and for several other reasons, he thought
that he might first have a place nearer the town and nearer
civilization, at the same time being sufficiently removed from
its evils. He chose a spot, a mile from Chirala town; and with
that as his base, he hoped ultimately to realise his grander dream
nearer the sea at some future time. This grander dream never
came about; though even as late as January 1927, he was telling
his friends, from astrological calculations, that he would be responsi-
ble for the building of a Brahma's Temple on the Vadarevu sea-
shore, and with that as a nucleus, that he would found a grand
Brahminical Religion for the whole world.

Having chosen the place, Gopalakrishnayya approached the
Divisional Magistrate of Ongole for a grant of land. The
Magistrate, the late Sir S. V. Ramamurty, who was a highly
cultured gentleman, sympathised with Gopalakrishnayya's aspira-
tions and encouraged him to get together a few friends and form
an educational association and register it under the Indian
Societies Act, when he would be able to consider the grant.
Gopalakrishnayya took up the idea, formed the Sreemat Andhra
Vidya Peetha Goshti and got it registered on the 22nd July 1920,
and in due course, got a grant of 58 acres of land for the
society and one acre for himself in the Ipurupalem village, adjoin-
ing Perala. Formal orders were received; and a day or two later,
he had to translate a speech of Mahatma Gandhi at Bezwada,
for doing which the Government immediately, i.e., within four
days of passing the original orders, sent another order, whereby
Gopalakrishnayya was prohibited from entering the land ** until
further orders."

Gopalakrishnayya now felt like an infuriated lion whose
prey had been snatched off from its very mouth, or better still,
as an outraged lover whose beloved had been cut off from him
just on the eve of consummation. The part played by him in
this mood in the Ghirala-Perala campaign is a matter of history,
but so far as the Goshti is concerned, in lieu of the forbidden
ground, he got the present Ramnagar land of about nineteen
acres from five persons of Perala, with whom he was at this